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Introduction

Many candidates had prepared well for this paper and were able to apply their knowledge of
the topics in the specification to familiar and novel situations. However, it appeared that a
significant number did not seem to have a good basic understanding of organic test tube
reactions, fragmentation of organic molecules in mass spectrometry and the interactions of
ions with water molecules. However, calculation questions were once again done with
impressive accuracy and there was no evidence of candidates running out of time.

The mean mark for the paper was 43.8 and the multiple choice, Section A had a mean of
12.8.

The most accessible multiple choice questions were Question 5 (gas moles calculation) and
Question 14 (oxidation numbers) and the most challenging questions were Question 1(a)
(Maxwell – Boltzmann distribution) and 15 (boiling points of organic compounds)
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Question 18 (a)

This question proved to be a good discriminator with most candidates able to score at least
one mark, with many scoring all three. A common error was using the molar mass of
magnesium carbonate for the carbon dioxide calculation.

The calculation could be done using either masses or moles with both
options equally popular.

Here, the candidate has used masses and scores full marks.
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This was a very common incorrect answer.

The candidate has correctly calculated the number of moles of
magnesium carbonate and the change in mass due to the loss of the
carbon dioxide. However, they then used the wrong molar mass (84.3
instead of 44) to calculate the number of moles of carbon dioxide, so
only 1 mark was awarded.
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Question 18 (b)

In part (i) most candidates labelled the arrows correctly, but many found identifying the
correct species more challenging and elements were sometimes inconsistent with state
symbols and balancing was also a problem. In part (ii), although the majority got the correct
answer with the correct units, a surprising number omitted them, despite it being asked for
in the question.
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This is a fully correct answer.

The candidate has shown their working alongside the arrows which is
not required and, although they have not included a + sign in their final
answer, as no minus is seen it is assumed to be a positive value.
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Despite the candidate having the arrows in the correct direction, they
have made a mistake with their calculation and the answer has a
negative sign. This has to be wrong as the reaction is a thermal
decomposition and so must have a positive value.

When you have done a calculation, check the sign and magnitude
carefully. Use all the information in the question and decide if the
answer is sensible.
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Here the candidate has got the arrows in the correct direction, but the
state symbols are missing in the box despite them being asked for in
the question.
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Question 18 (c)

This standard question about thermal stability was quite well done by the majority of
candidates. Most were able to state that the enthalpy change of calcium carbonate was
larger than magnesium carbonate. However, when explaining the reason for this difference,
a number did not refer to the size of the cation and simply said the Ca was larger so did not
score the mark. Despite this, many candidates were able to correctly identify the calcium ion
as being less polarising and many good responses were seen commenting on the anion
being less distorted. Occasionally, candidates did get muddled and wrote about increased
polarising power instead of less.

The candidate has correctly noted that the enthalpy change for calcium
carbonate is larger than that of magnesium carbonate. They are also
correct about the smaller size and greater polarising power of Mg.
However, there is no mention of ions so a mark is lost.

When answering questions about thermal stability, you must mention
ions.
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Question 19 (a)

This straightforward equilibrium question scored quite well. In (a)(i) the majority of
candidates were able to get the correct colour change, but quite a number failed to state the
correct reason why, with some responses simply referring to the increased rate of reaction
and its endothermic nature. Marks were dropped in some cases, where candidates included
both correct and incorrect observations. A response such as ‘the colour would go darker blue
and there would be bubbles’ negated the scoring point.

In (a)(ii) most candidates scored both marks as they were able to link an increase in pressure
with a shift to the side where there are fewer gaseous molecules.
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This is a fully correct answer where the candidate correctly states what
they would see and explains why the equilibrium moves in this
direction.
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Here the candidate has correctly explained how the equilibrium will
shift, so scores a mark for each part.

However, the question asks for an observation of what they would see,
which has not been done, so no more marks are scored.

Read the question carefully and pay particular attention to words in
bold as they give a good clue as to the type of response that will score.
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Question 19 (b)

Although most candidates had a good understanding of redox reactions and were able to
identify ozone as an oxidising agent, many responses lacked sufficient detail to score full
marks. In some cases, the correct oxidation numbers were stated, but the candidates failed
to relate the change in oxidation number to oxidation or reduction. Other common errors
included missing out the oxidation numbers of the sulfur and wrong oxidation numbers such
as – 8 for oxygen in H2SO4 .

The candidate correctly notes the role of the ozone and the change in
oxidation number and reduction of the oxygen. However, they do not
refer to the oxidation of the sulfur so only 2 marks are scored.

When answering redox questions, make sure the relevant oxidation
numbers of all the species are given.
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The candidate scores a mark for the reduction of the sulfur and the
correct oxidation numbers. However, they have given the wrong
oxidation number of oxygen in sulfuric acid, which was quite a
common incorrect answer.
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A concise but excellent answer that scores full marks.

17 IAL Chemistry WCH12 01R



Question 19 (c)

This calculation was well understood with large numbers of totally correct, well-presented
answers seen. However, a number of candidates did not appear to understand the concept
of ppm by mass and instead converted grams into moles and so struggled to score any
marks.

Here the candidate has produced a concise and fully correct
calculation.
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Here the candidate has calculated the number of moles of ozone
instead of just comparing the masses. This was a common mistake and
did not score.

You need to understand that parts per million calculations involves
comparing masses, not moles.
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Question 20 (a)

Calculation errors in (a)(i) were extremely rare and most candidates were able to correctly
work out the empirical formula. However, a small number failed to calculate the mass of
oxygen so could not get a sensible empirical formula, and a very small minority inverted the
mole calculation.

With the majority getting (a)(i) correct, (a)(ii) was very straightforward. However, a number did
not use their empirical formula mass of 44 in their answer, so did not score.

20IAL Chemistry WCH12 01R



21 IAL Chemistry WCH12 01R



This is a fully correct answer.

However, in (a)(i) they have not shown they have divided by the lowest
number of moles to get the ratio. This was not penalised, but
candidates are advised to show all their working in calculations.

In (a)(ii) they make correct use of the empirical formula mass to deduce
the molecular formula.
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Question 20 (b)(i)

This question proved to be quite challenging to the majority of candidates. In many
responses it was clear that candidates had not read the question properly as they treated the
three tests separately instead of linking them to identify the functional group. A number
failed to appreciate that both alcohols and carboxylic acids gave a positive PCl5 test, so did
not score the first mark. Others, who had correctly concluded that the functional group was
an alcohol then suggested it was an aldehyde because of the third test. This lack of logical
progression cost marks and was evident in many scripts.

The candidate makes the correct deductions from test 1 and 2, but in
test 3 they do not say that the alcohol has to be primary or secondary
as it is oxidised.

This was a common response that scores 2 marks.
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This is a fully correct answer, where the candidate demonstrates their
excellent deduction.
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Question 20 (b)(ii)

Most candidates managed to correctly identify the infrared spectrum wavenumbers and
bonds that could be used to distinguish between an aldehyde and ketone. There were very
few mistakes transferring the information from the Data Booklet, but some candidates
included an O-H bond, presumably as they were referring back to the previous part of the
question.

This is a fully correct answer.

The candidate has included both C-H ranges in the bottom row, but
just one would have been sufficient.
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The candidate wrongly thinks the O-H bond from a carboxylic acid can
be used to distinguish between a ketone and an aldehyde.

This was quite a common wrong answer, but despite this, the other
bonds and wavenumber ranges are correct and 2 marks are scored.
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Question 20 (b)(iii)

This question was found to be particularly challenging with many blanks with over half the
candidates failing to score. Those who understood that acetoin contained an alcohol and
aldehyde functional group were usually able to correctly identify the peaks and draw the
structure. Although some lost a mark for omitting the positive charge. However, many
candidates did not use the information from the earlier parts of the question and a number
of wrong ions were seen including COOH, C3H7 and even metal ions.
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The candidate has made no attempt to identify the ions, despite
drawing the correct structure and scoring a mark.

Practise fragmenting molecules to deduce possible ions that could be
present in mass spectra.
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This candidate has drawn a correct structure and the ion with the mass
of 43 is also correct.

However, the ion with the mass of 45 would not be produced from this
molecule and its mass is 44 not 45 so only 2 marks are scored.
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This is an excellent answer where the candidate shows the structural
formula of the ions with positive charges and a correct structure.

All 3 marks scored.
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Question 21 (a)

Almost half the candidates scored all three marks on this question. Drawing the two
structures was particularly well done and there were very few errors, but the naming of the
compounds was more challenging.

Both structures are drawn correctly but the candidate has used the
wrong stem when naming the tertiary iodoalkane. This was quite a
common mistake.
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Both structures are drawn correctly but the candidate has omitted the
number (1) to show the position of the chlorine when naming the
primary chloroalkane. This was also quite a common mistake.

34IAL Chemistry WCH12 01R



Question 21 (b)

Most candidates recognised the weaker carbon – iodine bond strength was one reason why
the iodoalkane reacted faster than chloroalkane. However, the second reason was much
more elusive with a large number comparing the relative stability of primary and tertiary
carbocations. This information was not asked for in the question and resulted in many
candidates overlooking the simple fact that tertiary haloalkanes react faster than primary
haloalkanes.

This candidate's response is concise but fully correct and scores both
marks.
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Reason 1 is correct but in Reason 2, the candidate comments on the
stability of the carbocations. Although the information is correct, it
does not answer the question and this was a common wrong
response.
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Question 21 (c)

This mechanism was well understood with large numbers of totally correct, well-presented
answers seen. However, marks were sometimes lost as curly arrows did not start or end
precisely in the expected positions, in particular, the curly arrow from the CN – often failed to
originate from the lone pair on the C. Other common errors included omitting the Br – and
some candidates showed the bonding between the C and N in the nitrile as a single bond.

This candidate has made one mistake with the lone pair on the CN-
 .

They have put it on the N, but it should be on the C.

This was quite a common error.

When answering mechanism questions, pay careful attention to the
origin and destination of the curly arrows.
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This is a fully correct mechanism.

Although it was not necessary to show the bonding in the nitrile, if it is
present, it must be correct, as it is here.
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Question 22 (a)

The majority of candidates were able to identify Method 2 as being more sustainable, but
many did not explain why. There also appeared to be some confusion about what was
required in terms of evaluating the two methods. Some candidates said that solar was good
for the environment or was sustainable without explaining why or using the word renewable.
However, most understood carbon dioxide produced in Method 1 was a greenhouse gas so
scored at least one mark.

This candidate's concise answer covered all three marking points and
scored full marks.
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The candidate has correctly selected Method 2 as being more
sustainable but has not mentioned Method 1 using methane/ fossil
fuels, so the mark is not scored.

They have also made no reference to the renewable nature of solar
power or the finite nature of methane/fossil fuels.

But they have related carbon dioxide to being a greenhouse gas so 1
mark is scored.
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Question 22 (b)(ii)

Most candidates managed to score at least one mark for this question as they correctly
stated that ammonia had a high % of nitrogen as the advantage. However, a number
commented on the higher yield or higher atom economy or lower cost of making ammonia
which did not score. Many found identifying a disadvantage more challenging as some did
not recognise that ammonia was a gas.

Both scoring points are made in this script. The advantage is correct
and the candidate has scored the disadvantage by an allow on the
mark scheme.
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Question 22 (c)(i)

Although the majority of candidates were able to write this equation correctly, the incorrect
formula of nitric acid or the lack of water were the most common errors seen.
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Question 22 (d)

Many candidates scored both marks on this question. Where mistakes were made, the most
common ones were leaving out the lone pair of electrons on the nitrogen and only showing a
single bond between the carbon and oxygen.

Unfortunately, the candidate has missed out the lone pair of electrons
on each of the nitrogen atoms and so only scores 1 mark.

When drawing dot and cross diagrams, check the number of outer
electrons carefully and, if you are unsure, use your Periodic Table.
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This is a fully correct diagram. The candidate has put the lone pairs
within the circles which is fine.
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Question 22 (e)

This question was the most challenging on the paper and there were a number of blank
scripts. Whilst most were able to correctly identify hydrogen bonds forming between urea
and water, many diagrams were poorly drawn and only a small number of candidates were
able to compare the hydrogen bonding between urea and water to the individual molecules.

Unfortunately, a significant number of candidates thought that hydrogen bonds or London
forces were formed between ammonium nitrate and water and so their diagrams could not
score. Those that drew ammonium nitrate as separate ions usually showed the correct
interaction with water molecules, but generally the hydration of ions and ion-dipole
interactions was not well understood.
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This candidate has drawn and correctly named the ion-dipole
interactions.

However, they made no attempt at drawing or describing the
interactions between water and urea so 3 marks were scored.

46IAL Chemistry WCH12 01R



47 IAL Chemistry WCH12 01R



This is an excellent answer. The candidate has drawn three correct
diagrams and described the interactions taking place, namely
hydrogen bonds between water and urea and the hydration of the ions
by water.

This scored 5 marks.
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Question 22 (f)

Despite this slightly novel calculation at the end of the paper, many candidates got full marks
and the average score was just over 2 out of 4. Calculating the number of hectares and the
mass of nitrogen seemed to be the most accessible parts of the question, but a number then
used the percentage of nitrogen in urea (46.7) incorrectly in the final part of the calculation.

A sizable number also lost the last mark for not giving their answer to 2 or 3 significant
figures.

This is an excellent well set out answer scoring full marks.
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This candidate has scored the first two marks by calculating the
number of hectares and then the mass of nitrogen required.

They then go wrong and calculate the number of moles of nitrogen
instead of the mass of urea required.
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Paper Summary

In order to improve their performance, candidates should:

always read the information in the question carefully, noting any instructions in bold type
learn the qualitative tests to identify organic groups
practise multi step qualitative organic questions and ensure each step is not treated in
isolation
show all working when carrying out calculations and think carefully about units, significant
figures and rounding
learn how ions interact with water when they dissolve
when drawing mechanisms be very careful with the starting and end point of curly arrows,
paying particular attention if the arrow comes from a pair of electrons
practise fragmenting patterns of organic compounds when placed in a mass
spectrometer.
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